
WR 122 - Rhetorical Analysis 

 

Purpose: One of the best ways to strengthen your argumentative writing is to understand the 

arguments of others. Rhetorical analyses provide a space for exploring what an author says, 

grappling with his or her ideas, and engaging with the argument's broader context.  

 

Prompt: This 3 – 4 page critique will help you hone your summary, analysis, and evaluation 

skills. Furthermore, this paper will help you jump-start your research into the next essay.  

 

Determine a topic you find interesting, would like to know more about, or feel needs to be 

resolved. Your topic should have some form of controversy, but you want to avoid topics that are 

excessively polarized. Once you have a broad idea of what you would like to explore, begin the 

research process and start looking for effective sources. 

 

After you have gained an understanding of your topic, and narrowed down your scope, you will 

select a source from your research – the source must be at least 1,000 words in length – 

summarize the text and then argue whether or not the source was effective. This assignment will 

be much, much easier if you select a persuasion-focused source rather than an objective report. 

Social issues are easier to critique than technical subjects. 

 

Remember to use quotations and paraphrases in order to help support your ideas. Make sure to 

use a thesis to drive the essay and organize the major points of argument 

 

Your rhetorical analysis should include the following: 

 

 A strong introduction and conclusion 

 A well-developed thesis statement that argues whether or not the source essay is effective 

in reaching its intended audience 

 An effective, 7-12 sentence summary of the source essay 

 Critical thinking in support of your thesis 

◦ Evaluations should be based on the principles of the rhetorical situation 

 Paraphrases and quotations from the source essay 

 Developed and organized ideas in effective paragraphs 

 Essay-level and paragraph-level unity 

 An academic/professional tone throughout 

◦ Satire is very difficult to pull off effectively; do not use sarcasm 

◦ Try for a tone that mirrors that of your source 

 

Format: 
3 – 4 pages 

Word Processed 

12 Pt Times New Roman 

Double-spaced 

1” Margins 

MLA Style 

 


